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Critical Thinking:  thought focused on 
evaluating issues or problems with more 
than one possible interpretation or 
solution

For example:

thought focused on evaluating various 
interpretations of a contemporary public 
sculpture; 

or thought focused on evaluating 
opinions about the effects of advertising 
aimed at children.   



Dispositions:  the inclination to use 
existing skills

For example:

A critical thinking disposition might be to 
show that you regularly gather as much 
relevant information as possible before 
making a decision. 



California Critical Thinking 
Dispositions Inventory 

(CCTDI)

Tests the discipline-neutral 
internal motivation to approach 
problem framing or problem 
solving by using thinking and 
reasoning

(Giancarlo & Facione, 2001)
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Analyticity CT Confidence
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Inquisitiveness
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(Facione, Facione, & Sanchez, 1994)

No differences between arts + non-arts students in:
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Systematicity
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Critical Thinking Maturity
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Truth-seeking



���� ������
��������
�
�������������������
���
	������	�����
������	��
� ��
 
	������
	
�
	��	��	���
����
�
�
	������������ ���
���

Open-mindedness







Open-ended Problem Solving
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Critical Analysis
(Talking about Student Art, 
Terry Barrett, 1997)
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Supportive Classroom 
Environment

(Thinking through Aesthetics, 
Marilyn Stewart, 1997)
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Guidelines for Creative Inquiry
(Lampert, Art Education, 2006)
When the goal is inquiry, 
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Critical Thinking Maturity



���� 	�
	������
�� �
�������
	����	��	����
����
	
�� ���
��
���������	�������	���
���	���� ������
�����
����
���	�(	����
�����
�����
	�
���
���"
��	
���� ���������	�
������!��	
������
	�
�
��

���
�"

��������
��	���
�
��
���������	��
����	�
�����������
�	����	�����������
��������
������
�
����

Truth-seeking
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Open-mindedness







Paired Samples Test

-4.300 4.809 1.521 -7.740 -.860 -2.828 9 .020pre - postPair 1
Mean Std. Deviation

Std. Error
Mean Lower Upper

95% Confidence
Interval of the

Difference

Paired Differences

t df Sig. (2-tailed)

Paired Samples Statistics

15.00 10 5.121 1.619

19.30 10 6.601 2.087

pre

post

Pair
1

Mean N Std. Deviation
Std. Error

Mean

Test of Critical Thinking: pre + post tests



Test of Critical Thinking: pre + post tests


