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At a seminar held by the National College for
School Leadership (2002) it was concluded
that ‘Creative learning was about the
unfettered freedom of personal expression, a
natural impulse to be celebrated, developed or
often subdued by education. Other delegates,
by contrast, emphasised the discipline,
practice and craft of creativity, progressively
developed through learning’ (p. 2002, p.2)



‘Creative learning develops our capacity for
Imaginative activity, leading to outcomes
which are judged by appropriate observers to
be original and of value.’

Spendlove, Wyse, Craft, Hallgarten et al 2005



Questioning

Making connections
Envisaging
Exploring ideas
Reflecting critically

Qualifications and
Curriculum Authority

\ (QCA, 2005a, 2005b)
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Progression refers to change over time in terms of what
children know, understand and can do.

What changes? What are the underlying
assumptions?

What are the indicators of progression in creative
learning as evidenced in musical composition?
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Developmental models
Gardner (1982)
Ross (1984)
Swanwick & Tillman (1986)
Hargreaves & Galton (1992)
Cultural systems
Feldman (1993)
Feldman, Csikszentmihalyi & Gardner (1994)
Gardner, Torff & Hatch (1996)
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What are the indicators of progression
INn creative learning as evidenced by
musical composition?

How can creative learning contribute
to the development and education of
children and young people?



Summer

Autumn

School

Age
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FS — KS1: Reception into Year 1 (3 cases)

Final Task Reception — explore rhythms

First Task Year 1 — make and draw a tune
KS1-KS2: Yr2 into Year 3 (3 cases)

Final Task Year 2 — depict a journey

First Task Year 3 — notate music for court/variation
KS2-KS3: Yr 6 into Year 7 (3 & 3 cases)

Final Task Year 6: — present storm music

First Task Year 7 — use expressive elements
KS3-KS4: Yr 9 into Year 10 (3 & 3 cases)

Final Task Year 9 — rearrange a ring tone

First Task Year 10 — compose in given genre
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F-KS1

KS1-KS2

KS2-KS3

KS3-KS4

Agency

Risk-taking

Imaginative
activity

Persistence
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Progression in creative learning was
characterised as a curriculum continuum

Indicators of progression included: shifts in
forms of symbolisation, the nature of
Imaginative activity, task design, curriculum
focus, knowledge production, skills, and the
mutual shaping of learner stance and
teacher stance.
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IS a process of developing imaginative capacity to
shape and construct meaning (often through symbolic
means);

IS an aspect of imaginative participation of the person
or persons responsible;

develops our capacity for imaginative activity which
results in Imaginative achievement evidenced by
ownership of the knowledge produced within the shared
context in which learning occurs; and

leads to outcomes which are judged by appropriate
observers - situated within networks of cultural systems -
to be both original and of value and thus is understood as

contextualised activity



Teachers and learners need to develop their
Imaginative capacity to shape and construct
meaning in a number of symbol systems and
to become flexible in adapting to the
expectations and culture inherent in each
system.

... Thank
you



