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SHANGHAI 
A FIRST STEP IN THE COLLABORATION 
BETWEEN THE WEST BUND GROUP 
AND THE CENTRE POMPIDOU
The West Bund Group and the Centre Pompidou have recently signed a Memorandum  
of Understanding initiating a unique, long-term (2019-2024) cultural cooperation project 
between France and China, the Centre Pompidou Shanghai (West Bund), which will be located 
in the West Bund Art Museum. This will by far be the highest-standard cultural exchange 
project of such long duration between China and France in the cultural field.

West Bund Group and Centre Pompidou will join forces to present various cultural programs  

at the crossroads of artistic disciplines, drawing from the collections of Centre Pompidou but 

also presenting representative works of Chinese contemporary art, thus setting aside a prime 

position for Chinese creation.

More than 20 high-standard exhibitions and events will take place at the Centre Pompidou 

Shanghai (West Bund) during the first five years of its existence. This cultural cooperation  

will also resonate at the Centre Pompidou with the possibility to organize a number of projects 

displaying Chinese art in Paris. 

In addition to this cultural program, regular bilateral academic exchanges, training  

and exchange programs of international museum operation and management will also be 

expected to follow through during the five-year period, which will generate further cultural 

communications between France and China.

The Centre Pompidou will contribute to the project with its expertise and assistance, and play an 

advisory role throughout the collaboration, on matters such as curation, art conservation as well 

as public art education, in order to promote its international outreach.

This cultural cooperation will enable the Centre Pompidou to be present in one of the world’s 

richest and most diverse art scenes, and to build bridges with local artists and cultural institutions 

in France and China, and also to address the widest possible audience and offer its visitors keys 

for apprehending modern art and contemporary art by means of innovative interpretation 

programs conceived with everyone in mind. Hopefully, it will also contribute to enriching  

the Centre Pompidou collection with more masterpieces of Chinese art in the future. 

This in-depth and comprehensive cooperation will be expected to foster a prominent platform 

for international cultural exchanges with a global perspective in the development  

of contemporary art.



22

An implementation contract is expected to be signed between both partners before the end  

of 2017, detailing the terms of this ambitious partnership which will run for a renewable period 

of five years. The project will officially launch in early 2019, when the public will visit, experience 

and engage with the exhibitions and various artistic projects elaborated by the Centre Pompidou 

Shanghai (West Bund).

THE BUILDING

West Bund Art Museum, with a building area of nearly 25,000 square meters, is located  

in the core area of Xuhui Waterfront Public Open Space and designed by David Chipperfield,  

a famous British architect. The building was initiated in the end of 2016 and is expected to be 

completed by the end of 2018 as the venue for the common project of Centre Pompidou and 

West Bund Group.

In the scope of this project, West Bund Group will be the exclusive partner of the Centre Pompidou 

for cultural exchange programs in the Yangtze Delta Area, and its only long-term partner for 

highest-standard programs in China.

THE WEST BUND GROUP 

Shanghai West Bund, a new name of Xuhui Waterfront in post-EXPO era, is a key urban brand 

created by Xuhui District Government and positioned explicitly as a CAZ (Central Activity Zone) 

and the core carrier area of the cultural development by the Shanghai 2016-2040 Master Plan, 

aiming to be an extraordinary waterfront for Global City.

Founded in 2012, West Bund Group, or Shanghai West Bund Development Group Co, Ltd, 

authorized by the People’s Government of Xuhui District, Shanghai, is an entirely state-owned 

enterprise that is responsible for the comprehensive development, operation and management 

of the Xuhui Waterfront covering 9.4 square kilometers, focusing on the implementation of the 

West Bund Culture Corridor, the Museum Mile, the West Bund Media Port, Shanghai Dream 

Center and other such key projects.

With a series of superior cultural endeavors such as the Long Museum West Bund, Yuz Museum, 

Shanghai Center of Photography, Tank Shanghai Art Park and Start Museum etc. located in the 

same area, West Bund Museum Mile is beginning to take shape, and West Bund is projected to 

become a major culture and art cluster in Asia by the end of 2020. In the meantime, the “Art 

West Bund”  art seasons, which incorporates the West Bund Art & Design Fair, THE Stage West 

Bund and various high-standard fine arts exhibitions, is on a path to becoming a high-end 

cultural event in Shanghai.

In addition, the West Bund Media Port slated to be completed by the end of 2020, will be the core 

of an energetic, smart and ecological 24/7 business zone of culture and media, housing an array 

of well-known enterprises, such as Tencent, Hunan Television, Wonders Information, Yoozoo.

com. West Bund is steadily growing into one of the most dynamic and popular locations in Asia, 

offering outstanding public, cultural and commercial projects.
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THE CENTRE POMPIDOU 

Opened in 1977, the Centre Pompidou, a national public cultural establishment of France, 

comprises almost 120 000 works of art. Its collection is one of the world’s two largest of modern 

and contemporary art and the foremost such collection in Europe, constituting a reference  

for the art of the 20th and 21st centuries. From its great historical holdings to its most recent 

acquisitions, the collection covers all fields of creation from painting, sculpture, works on paper, 

photography, new media, experimental cinema to architecture and design.

More than a museum, the Centre Pompidou is a cultural centre where visual arts rub  

shoulders with performing arts, programs for young audiences as well as a public library.  

The Centre Pompidou’s collections, its exhibitions, film screenings, conferences, dance  

and theatre performances, exhibitions and workshops for children as well as its library draw  

an average of five million visitors each year.


